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Attention everyone! 
Inspector Drake 
is now on film 

- see page 2 



Pigs with attitude 
take the stage 
in town’s panto 

- see page 5 



And now you can read 

Ml! 

your Chronicle online 

fur 

Simply visit www.expressandstar.com click on News, 
then Your Local Chronicle and select the image of the 

paper that you want to read. 

— — 

This will update every Saturday 
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New drive against smoking 


Sharpe set for Aggborough night 


CHILDREN under the age of 12 
across the county can see their art 
design used in the fight against 
cigarette smoke. 

A competition has been 
launched by NHS Worcester¬ 
shire’s Stop Smoking Service to 
raise awareness of the dangers of 
second-hand and encourage 
drivers to keep their vehicles 
smoke free. 

Children can design an air 
freshener to carry the message. 


The winner’s idea will be 
printed on to the devices which 
will be distributed through chil¬ 
dren’s centres in Worcestershire. 

Julia North, health improve¬ 
ment specialist co-ordinator for 
Stop Smoking Services, said: 
“Second-hand smoke is composed 
of over 4,000 chemicals including 
some which can cause cancer. 

“The only way to protect chil¬ 
dren from the dangers of smoke in 
a vehicle is by not smoking inside 


it and keeping it smoke free.” 

Second-hand smoke lingers for 
two and half hours in a car, even 
with the window open. 

It is hoped the air fresheners 
will remind people not to smoke 
and also signpost the Stop 
Smoking Service. 

Closing date for entry is Febru¬ 
ary 4. For competition details and 
an entry template, visit 
www.worcestershire.nhs.uk/pub- 
lichealth 


FORMER England footballer 
and celebrity TV star Lee 
Sharpe is to star in a sports¬ 
man’s dinner for Kidderminster 
Harriers. 

The former Manchester 
United man will be at Aggbor¬ 
ough on Friday, February 11 
along with comedian Jamie 
Sutherland. 

With more than 260 games for 
United under his belt and 
career transfer fees of around 


£5million, Sharpe was one of 
the most recognisable foot¬ 
ballers of the 1990s. 

After continuing his career 
with the likes of Leeds United 
and Bradford City whilst also 
taking in a spell in Europe, the 
Halesowen-born player devel¬ 
oped a big television career after 
hanging up his boots. 

From Celebrity Love Island 
and Celebrity Wrestling to 
Dancing On Ice and Channel 


Five’s Superstars, Sharpe 
became a mainstay of the TV 
landscape. 

Now he is enjoying the oppor¬ 
tunity to tell some tales from his 
career in both football and 
broadcasting. 

Memorable 

Sharpe follows the likes of 
Ron Atkinson, Barry Fry, Alan 
Ball, Paul Merson and others 
from the football world who 


have held memorable events at 
the Aggborough stadium in 
recent years. 

The club is selling tables of 10 
for this evening at £300 plus 
VAT and expects interest to be 
high. 

Parties interested in attend¬ 
ing should make contact with 
the club’s commercial manager 
Helen Macdonald on 01562 823 
931 (option 3) for further details 
on how to book. 


MARTIN GETS HIS 
CHANCE TO SHINE 


A K 
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KIDDERMINSTER man with a terminal 
illness has been offered a chance to shine with 
is own photography exhibition. 


Martin Radford, who was diagnosed with Churg-Strauss Vas¬ 


culitis in 2006, has been called 
Sue Houghton said her 28 -year- 
old son’s photography hobby, made 
possible by a grant from Worcester 
County Council, had made a real 
difference in his life. 

She also paid tribute to Richard 
George, a freelance photographer who 
has been assisting Mr Radford with his 
work which has culminated in the Kid¬ 
derminster Library exhibition of 
around 40 pictures. 

Churg-Strauss Vasculitis affects the 
small and medium blood vessels in the 
whole of his body. He also has chronic 
asthma and arthritis. 

When diagnosed in 2006 Mr Radford 
was told he would live for five years. 

He could barely breathe or walk for 
two years but his condition has now 
become more manageable thanks to 
medications including steroids. 

“Martin is a real fighter and a true 
inspiration,” Sue said. 

“We wanted to try some new things 
that wouldn’t be too taxing for Martin, 
which is how the photography came 
about.” 

He took part in an art class at Kid¬ 
derminster College and then met Mr 


Who stole Santa? 

POLICE are appealing for information 
about the theft of two 5ft inflatable 
Christmas decorations in Bewdley. 

They feature Santa coming out of a 
chimney and a snowman, and were 
worth a total of £120. 

They were taken in Kidderminster 
road on Boxing Day or the day after. 


“inspiration” by his mother. 

By Tim Spiers 


tim.spiers@expressandstar.co.uk 

George through Wyre Forest LAFS 
(Learn Achieve Fun Socialise), a volun¬ 
tary organisation for young people 
with learning difficulties. 

The pair spend around 10 hours a 
week driving around and snapping 
anything of interest, before Mr Gough 
helps Mr Radford to upload them on 
computer. 

“Richard has got a natural ability to 
work with people like Martin and 
they’ve become great friends,” Sue 
added. 

“Martin’s got a keen eye and a flair 
for a good picture but he needs help to 
get all his ideas together. 

GRATEFUL 

“None of this would have been possi¬ 
ble with a payment from Worcester¬ 
shire County Council’s Learning 
Disability Development Fund, so I’m 
extremely grateful for that.” 

The exhibition runs to the end of the 
month and is free to attend. 

Kurt Sidaway, manager at Kidder¬ 
minster Library, said: “It’s great to give 
Martin a platform and we’re always 
keen to encourage people to show what 
they’re interested in. 

“Anything which is somebody’s 
abiding passion is always nice to share. 
It’s a wonderful thing.” 

Mr Sidaway was “very impressed” 
with the exhibition and said a lot of 
people had been congregating around 
the cabinets to view the pictures. 



Photographer Martin Radford who has launched an exhibition of his work at Kidderminster Library 


Thanks 
to staff 
in snow 

A TOP health boss has 
thanked his staff for 
their efforts in the big 
freeze. 

John Rostill, chief 
executive of Worcester¬ 
shire Acute Hospitals 
NHS Trust, said snow 
and an increase in flu 
cases had put the pres¬ 
sure on. 

“I’d like to put on 
record my thanks to all 
our staff at the Alexan¬ 
dra, Kidderminster and 
Worcestershire Royal 
Hospitals,” he said. 

“I’d especially like to 
mention the staff who 
walked miles through 
the snow to get in, 
doctors who stayed over 
the weekend to maintain 
safe services, and senior 
managers and colleagues 
who stayed overnight to 
ensure they could do 
their shift the next day. 

“I also have to mention 
our gratitude to the 
many individuals and 
organisations who volun¬ 
teered their time and 4x4 
vehicles to get our staff 
into work.” 

Jan wings in 
for swan talk 

SWAN expert Jan Harri- 
gan BME will be the 
guest speaker at a con¬ 
servation group meeting 
on Monday (January 17). 

She will speak about 
The Swan Rescue at 
Wychbold at Stourport 
Boat Club at 8pm 
(entrance £3). It will be 
hosted by Hartlebury 
Common Local Group, 
whose latest conserva¬ 
tion working party meets 
this Saturday at Wilden 
Top car park at 9.30am. 

Details: www.hartle- 
burycommonlocal- 
group.co.uk 
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In the lab are Inspector Drake (Alan Birch) and Sergeant Plod (Steve Witney) Drake makes his point to forensic scientist Jack Savage (Rob Phillips) on sax, Steve Groucutt on drums and Dan Haynes on guitar 


Drake in the swim 
with a switch to 
the big screen 


A PLAYWRIGHT from Kidderminster 
will debut his first film on both sides of the 
globe. 

Inspector Drake — The Movie, created by 
Quarry Bank-born writer David Tristram, will 
be premiered at the Bridgnorth Theatre On 
The Steps on Friday February 11 at 7.30pm. 

But around 11,500 miles away the movie will also 
be showcased at the Tambourine Mountain Theatre 
on the Gold Coast of Queensland, Australia, and The 
New Plymouth Little Theatre, in New Zealand. 

The theatres, which 
have staged a number of 
performances of the 
Inspector Drake plays, 
are hoping to help propel 
the film towards the Hol¬ 
lywood red carpet. 

Celebrating his 25th 
year, hapless hero Drake 
has acquired cult status 
since appearing in the 
first production of 
Inspector Drake’s Last 
Case. 

With four stage hits 
now under his belt 
David - who also wrote 

Writer David Tristram the Little Grimley 




Comic stage hero Inspector Drake is poised to 
transfer his skills to the big screen - with the film 
version screened on both sides of the world. 
Sarah Hazelwood reports 


series - and his Flying 
Ducks Theatre Company 
have gone from strength 
to strength. 

The low budget film, 
which took 10 months to 
compile, was shot in and 
around the Black 
Country and Shropshire, 
featuring scenes at the 
Seven Valley Railway 
and Wolverhampton’s 
ancestral house, Chill- 
ington Hall. 

Set in 1937, the work 
features comical Drake 
and his faithful sidekick 
Sergeant Plod. The pro¬ 


duction, self-funded by 
David and local actor 
Alan Birch who has 
played the Inspector 
from the start, has cost 
the duo around £10,000. 

Adding on the free con¬ 
tributions and months of 
labour David said the 
final sum would have 
broken the £100,000 
barrier — still a mere 
trifle compared with 
usual £150million Holly¬ 
wood budget. The pro¬ 
ducer, from Highley, said: 
“We wanted to do some¬ 
thing really special to cel¬ 



Getting the call - Inspector Drake and the butler (Gerry Hinks) 


ebrate Inspector Drake 
still going strong after 25 
years. 

“It has been a very 
unusual and interesting 
experience and I am 
quietly hopeful that the 
film will take off and 
draw in the crowds. 

Fascinating 

“It is going to be fasci¬ 
nating to see what 
happens. I am truly 
amazed that Drake has 
been so successful, not 
only here but all over the 
world. 


“It is exciting to know 
that the film will also be 
seen so many miles away. 
I’ve always had a lot of 
support worldwide and I 
hope the production is as 
well received as the stage 
productions. 

“You have to start 
somewhere. Now we just 
hope that where we 
finish will be a true sign 
of all the effort everyone 
has put in.” 

David who creates cor¬ 
porate videos for his 
filming company, also 
named Flying Ducks, is 


currently putting the fin¬ 
ishing touches to the two- 
hour feature. 

He said: “Writing has 
always been my hobby 
but after putting so much 
effort into it over the 
years it is now more like 
my profession. 

“I would definitely call 
the production a real 
labour of love and it 
would be great if it 
punched above its weight 
to become the success it 
deserves. 

‘You never know what 
will happen, it is just a 


matter of seeing what the 
critics say.” 

A team of 50 actors and 
backstage crew have con¬ 
tributed and the film is 
expected to be screened 
at more theatres and 
independent cinemas 
throughout the year. 

Impressed 

Alan, of Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, said: “We 
are hoping for a sell-out 
weekend. I am so 
impressed with the 
quality of the final film, 
everyone has been very 


supportive and we could¬ 
n’t have done it without 
the generosity of those 
who contributed. 

“I always knew that 
one day we would be able 
to get our work on the big 
screen. What started out 
as a bit of fun has really 
developed into some¬ 
thing major and I believe 
that we definitely have 
the potential to take Hol¬ 
lywood by storm.” 

Tickets range from 
£6.50 to £10. E-mail 
movie@inspectordrake.c 
om 
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Massive range 
of PVCu 

windows, doors, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 
on display in our 
indoor heated 
showroom 



BUY NOW-PAY JAN 2012 

or 12 Montits Interest Free Credit! 


I Keep the cold out 
this winter with 
our superb range 
of premier plus A+ 
rated PVCu 
| windows, doors, 
pore lies, 
conservatories 
and orangeries 

CALL TODAY FOR 
THE VERY BEST 
DEALS 
THIS WINTER 






























KIDDERMINSTER CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 3 


th€ chronicle 


MEETYOUR 

REPORTERS 



Sarah Hazelwood 
01902 319490 



01902 319499 



Chris Feehan 
01902 313131 ex 3213 

What’s happening in 
your area? Email your 
information and 
pictures to: 

kiddychron@expressandstar.co.uk 

For advertising call 
01902 319582 



Freemasons’ Grand Charity provincial grand master Richard Goddard, cenetre, Kemp staff and other charity representatives 


Hospice help 
from masons 


STAFF from a Kidder¬ 
minster charity were 
delighted to receive a 
£1,000 donation this 
week. 

Kemp Hospice was 
awarded the grant by the 
Freemasons’ Grand 
Charity. The organisa¬ 
tion’s provincial grand 
master, Richard 

Goddard, handed over 
the cheque. 

Money was raised by 
individual donations 
from Freemasons, 

together with such 
fundraising events as 
sponsored cycle rides, 
long distance walks, and 
social occasions includ¬ 
ing concerts, race nights 
and skittles. 

The presentation took 
place at The Provincial 
Office in Bromsgrove 
with St Richards Hospice 
in Worcester, Acorns; 
Worcester unit, Primrose 
Hospice in Bromsgrove 


and Mary Stevens 
Hospice, Stourbridge 
also receiving donations. 

Kemp community 
fundraiser Ele Millward 
said the donation was 
very welcome. 

“The continued 

support from the 
Freemasons is greatly 
appreciated and it’s a 
really positive way to 
start the New Year,” she 
added. 

Kindness 

“It currently costs 
£lmillion each year to 
continue providing our 
services and we only 
receive approximately 20 
per cent of this from the 
government. We rely 
very heavily on the gen¬ 
erosity and kindness of 
the local community.” 

Visit www.kemphos- 
pice.org.uk for more 
information on the 
Mason Road-based 
charity. 


Scam soldier 
date warning 


WOMEN in Kidderminster are 
being warned not to lose their 
hearts to “soldiers” on internet 
dating websites. 

A woman from the town was tar¬ 
geted by scammers. 

And while she avoided losing cash, 
other Kidderminster women in the 
past have not been so lucky. 

Now police are reiterating warnings 
to people to be on their guard. 

The woman contacted police on 
January 4 after becoming friendly with 
a man claiming to be a soldier on an 
internet dating website in November. 

It is believed he was setting her up 
for a scam — but the woman became 
suspicious because details the “soldier” 
had given about himself did not check 
out. 

She did not give him her bank 
account details or any personal infor¬ 
mation except her name. 

In the past police have received 
reports from a number of women in 
Kidderminster who have fallen victim 


to scams by sending money to men 
claiming to be soldiers who they have 
met on internet dating websites. 

Pc Lee Halford, of West Mercia 
Police, said: “We are keen to make 
women who use internet dating web¬ 
sites aware of these scams, so that they 
will exercise caution. 

“So-called ‘romance scammers’ will 
set out to form an on-line relationship 
over a period of weeks or months and 
then make a request for money when 
they feel they have established enough 
trust. 

Telephone 

“They may, for example, ask for cash 
or a money transfer to pay for a plane 
ticket, for medical bills or even to set 
up a telephone link near a military 
base abroad. 

“We would advise anyone using an 
online dating or chat service to use rep¬ 
utable companies and to follow their 
recommended safety tips. Do not send 
money however genuine the request 
may seem. In this latest reported case, 
the victim was lucky.” 
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DOUBLE GLAZING? 
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Brokan or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. or Locks? 

Want the latest energy saving glass! 

5 year guarantee on new double glaring! 
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WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 


GAS PRICES ON THE UP!!! 
INTEREST RATES AT 
ALL TIME LOW!!! 
THERE COULDN'T BE A 
BETTER TIME TO UPGRADE 
YOUR BOILER AND SAVE 
UP TO (50%) OFF 
YOUR GAS BILL!!! 




INCLUDES: 

OkJ Boiler Removed 
Tank*etc removed 
Horizontal Flue 
Itvbuft Timer 
System Flush 
Inliixtor (Id protect 
•gaunt corrosion) 
Cornmbuoning 



5 Years (FREE) 

Pa rts/Labour 
Guarantee 
This is worth £1000+ 
with a certain 
National Gas 
Company - 
"You know whoF 

WE ARE THE AREAS 
APPROVED INSTALLER FOR 



Boech Group 


We can supply 
and fit any 
make of i 
Boiler, 

starting from 
£899 fitted 





7 Rads and 
Combi 
Boiler from 


£1699 


+ VAT 




JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 


Thermostatic Radiator Valves 
(Maximum 6), or Remote Control Room 
Thermostat on all Installations 

Only iralid at few of quotation. 


ik 


7 ) 




Call Paul at PLUMB v/ Jiff 


(Ol 384)293044 


(Anytime within reason] I may he In the lotftii) (W 
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Relief as fire authority ' 
suffers small grant cut 


HEREFORD and Worcester Fire and 
Rescue Service has seen its funding cut. 

But the grant reduction, of 2.4 per cent, will 
be followed by a 1.7 per cent increase for the 
period 2012-13. 

HWFRS chief fire officer Mark Yates described it 
as “a favourable settlement” while Wyre Forest MP 
Mark Gamier was also relieved. 

Mr Yates joined Mr 
Gamier and other Here¬ 
fordshire and Worcester¬ 
shire MPs to lobby local 
government minister 
Bob Neill in November 
before the decision. 

Following the 

announcement Mr Yates 
said he remains “opti¬ 
mistic about the future” 
but stressed the need for 
more efficient provision 
of services. 

He was praised by Mr 
Gamier for the way in 
which he presented the 
case. 

“Mark Yates gave a 
very strong presentation 
on why H&W fire author¬ 
ity was a special case, 
demonstrating a highly 
efficient yet lowly funded 
organisation,” said Mr 
Gamier. 

Willing 

“I was pleased and 
willing to support his 
appeal and it is excellent 
news that we have been 
listened to.” 

Mr Gamier was also 
relieved that, following 
the abandonment of the 
Regional Control Centre 
project, Hereford and 
Worcester Fire and 
Rescue Service will not 
be moving to Wolver¬ 
hampton as previously 
proposed. 

“Staying in Worcester 
is positive for the Author¬ 
ity as it maintains stabil¬ 
ity for the staff,” he said. 


Advice is 
offered to 
parents 

PARENTS to be are 
being offered free infor¬ 
mation about their rights 
through a meeting in 
Kidderminster. 

Free sessions will tell 
them about their rights 
as a working parent-to- 
be. The meetings will 
include advice about 
pregnancy at work, 
financial assistance 
available to working 
parents or carers, mater¬ 
nity and paternity leave 
and pay entitlements 
during this time. 

The next is on Wednes¬ 
day, January 19 at Kid¬ 
derminster Library from 
6.30-8.30pm. 

Helen Middleton, 
county council family 
information service team 
co-ordinator, said: “We 
have had great feedback 
from expectant parents 
and carers who have 
attended.” 

To book, or for more 
information, call 01905 
790560, e-mail family- 
info@worcester shir e. gov. 
uk or visit www.worces- 
tershire.gov.uk/family- 
info 


Panto pigs with attitude! 



Teenage pigs played by, from left, Bev Stone, Andrew Jones and Jo Rush 
feature in Little Red Riding Hood 


THREE not so little pigs are among the 
characters in a panto at Stourport this 
month. 

The Monday Night Group will 
present Little Red Riding Hood at the 
Stourport Civic Centre. 

The panto follows last year’s suc¬ 
cessful production of Aladdin. 

It follows the traditional story of Red 
Riding Hood, Grandma and the 
hungry wolf but the three little pigs 
are rather different. 

They are teenagers - and it shows 
occasionally in their attitude. 

Appearing with the Monday Night 
Group cast is Crescents Ballet School, 
from Worcester. Jane Chance provides 


the dancers and choreography for the 
show. 

Proceeds from the ticket sales, well 
over £4,000 each year, help contribute 
to the local community. 

Monday Night Group is a registered 
charity, and every penny of profit is 
given to groups in the Wyre Forest 
community in its May presentation 
evening. 

Last year the group gave away more 
than £19,000 to 90-plus groups and 
charities in the area. 

Tickets are available from 01299 
825170. Production dates, times and 
ticket prices can be found on 
www. mondaynightgroup. or g 
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Postcode plan to help 
keep the new bike safe 


YOUNGSTERS can get their 
bicycles property marked at 
Sutton Park Primary School, 
Kidderminster, today (January 
13). 

Local Policing Officer PC 
Gordon Robbins and Commu¬ 
nity Support Officers Belinda 
Pengelly-Moore and Adam 
Harris will be on hand at the 
school in Greatfield Road from 
4pm to 6pm to postcode cycles 
using UV pens. 

Details including the serial 
numbers of the bikes will be 


taken along with a photograph. 

Pc Robbins said: “We will 
store this information and if the 
bikes become lost or stolen and 
are later recovered we should be 
able to reunite them with their 
owners. The owners will also get 
a card with all the relevant 
information included. 

“This is a sensible security 
precaution at any time of the 
year but is particularly relevant 
after Christmas when many 
youngsters will have received 
expensive bicycles as presents.” 


Try hitting the trail for 
that New Year fitness 


NEW fitness trails have been 
set up at Wyre Forest nature 
reserves. Events have been 
organised to launch the new 
trails to beginners, seasoned 
runners and families. 

The first will take place at 
Hurcott Pools and Wood nature 
reserve. Residents are invited to 
try the trail on Sunday, January 
16 between 10am and 11.30am. 

Information about walking 
and sports clubs in the district 
will be available, plus details on 
healthy living. There will also 


be a 30-minute family walk and 
talk led by a member of Wyre 
Forest District Council’s Ranger 
Service. Residents are also 
invited to try out the Burlish 
Top nature reserve trail on Sat¬ 
urday, January 22 - again 
between 10am and 11.30am. 

Limited car parking is avail¬ 
able at both venues and booking 
is advisable for the Hurcott 
Pools event. Call David Tid- 
marsh on 01562 732928 or 
email david.tidmarsh@wyrefor- 
estdc.gov.uk 


Poppy organiser 
goes out on high 


A POPPY appeal organiser from Kidder¬ 
minster is ending his 51-year term on a 
high after this year’s collections raised 
more than £28,000 - a record. 

Tony Hinton, who has been a member of the 
Royal British Legion since 1957, has retired 
after spending the last eight years serving at 
the Kidderminster branch. 

- In this time Mr Hinton, 


Grease is 
the word 
for show 

YOUNG singers, actors 
and dancers are being 
sought in Kidderminster 
to star in a youth version 
of Grease. 

The show, performed 
by those aged 11-16, will 
be directed by profes¬ 
sional actors and direc¬ 
tors from Class Act 
Drama Centre, based at 
The Custard Factory in 
Digbeth, Birmingham. 

They are beginning the 
search for main roles 
such as Danny, Sandy, 
Rizzo and Kenickie along 
with a host of chorus 
parts. 

The production will be 
staged in Kidderminster 
with professional train¬ 
ing offered to all suitable 
candidates. 

Informal trials will 
take place at Baxter 
College Theatre, Habber- 
ley Road, Kidderminster 
DY11 5PQ from 8- 
9.30pm on Tuesday, 
January 25. 

Trials consist of infor¬ 
mal, fun drama work¬ 
shops and are simply an 
opportunity for the direc¬ 
tors to meet enthusiastic 
and committed young 
people. Beginners and 
advanced performers are 
welcome, no preparation 
is necessary. 

For further informa¬ 
tion email classact- 
drama@aol.com or call 
0121 244 3214. 

Chance 
for young 
voices 

BUDDING young 
singers can go to Worces¬ 
ter Cathedral to enjoy 
the experience of singing 
with the cathedral choir. 


of Springfield, has helped 
raise more than £200,000 
for the town’s poppy 
appeal, which provides 
help and support to ex- 
servicemen and women 
and their dependants 
and those serving their 
countries around the 
world today. 

This year’s sum of 
£28,765.48 was raised 
with the help of the Kid¬ 
derminster Army 

Cadets, the Air Training 
Corps cadets squadron, 
the Parachute Associa¬ 
tion and volunteer collec¬ 
tors across the town. 

More than 250 collec¬ 
tion boxes were also 
placed in food and retail 
outlets during October 
and November. 

Dedication 

Former serviceman Mr 
Hinton, aged 72, said: 
“We have raised a phe¬ 
nomenal amount of 
money this year and 
although I am sad to be 
retiring from the role I 
am so pleased to go out on 
such a high. 

“I will ensure that I 
remain involved with the 
Royal British Legion as I 
would hate so many 
years of dedication to just 
come to an end so sud¬ 
denly. 

“I get such a buzz out of 
helping people. I hope 
whoever takes over my 
role will enjoy it as much 
as I have. 

“May I also place on 
record my very sincere 
gratitude to all of the col¬ 
lectors. Thank you all so 
much. You gave gener¬ 
ously to the poppy appeal 
and really did excel this 
year.” 

Mr Hinton has now set 
up a new trust for ex-ser¬ 
vicemen, women and vet¬ 
erans from 

Kidderminster to main¬ 
tain his role within the 
legion. 

Anyone interested in 
taking on the role of 
organiser for next year 
should contact Worces¬ 
tershire Royal British 
Legion’s county secretary 
Shaun McCarthy on 
01905 621458. 



Eric Howley at Kidderminster Library with some of his art 


AN ART TEACHER is displaying 
drawings, paintings and ceramics he 
has created over the past 40 years in 
his first one-man exhibition. 

Eric Howley, aged 63, is showcasing 
his works at the town’s library in 
Market Street until January 29. 

The exhibition features more than 
40 of his drawings and paintings, along 
with cabinets of ceramics and walking 
sticks he has created. 

Mr Howley said it was the first exhi¬ 
bition focusing solely on his own work. 
Among the works are images of Kid¬ 
derminster, including Hurcott Woods, 
and Stourport. 

He moved to the area two years ago 


after teaching at schools in London and 
Hertfordshire for many years. 

He now works as a supply teacher for 
an agency in Worcestershire teaching 
at schools across the region. 

“I have displayed work previously 
but only as part of larger exhibitions 
with other people’s work,” he said. 

“This is the first-time I have held a 
one-man show. I am anxiously hopeful 
it will be a success! 

“It really is a cross-section of my life¬ 
time’s work. The earliest piece dates 
from the early 1970s when I was a 
student in Leicester. 

“There is a real mixture of pieces. I 
hope people enjoy the exhibition.” 


On Saturday, January 
15 Worcester Cathedral 
is holding a Come and 
Sing workshop day for 
youngsters aged seven to 
13. It will be led by 
Christopher Allsop, 
assistant organist at 
Worcester Cathedral. 

At the end of the work¬ 
shop, participants will 
join the Worcester Cathe¬ 
dral Choir to sing Choral 
Evensong accompanied 
by the cathedral organ. 

The cathedral is also 
looking for potential cho¬ 
risters. Application 
forms can be downloaded 
from the MUSIC page on 
w ww. Worcester cathe- 
dral.co.uk 


Workshops down on the farm 


A BEWDLEY farm will host a 
series of workshops for farmers 
and growers, to help them add 
value to their produce. 

The courses at Uncllys Farm, 
Tanners Hill, will start on 
Wednesday, January 26, with a 
meat retailing workshop. 

This will be followed by a meat 
marketing course, on Wednesday, 
February 9, which is designed to 
give producers more practical 
ideas to creating a successful mar¬ 
keting plan for their stock. 

Nick Platt, company director of 
Growing Rural Enterprise Ltd, 
will be delivering the courses. 

He said: “We like to encourage 


farmers to work with existing 
resources, making the most of 
what they already have while 
adding value to agricultural 
produce. 

“In addition to skills learned 
there are two days which explore 
selling and marketing which are 
crucial to success. 

“The courses will be practical, 
informal and are aimed at small 
businesses.” 

The project, funded by Land- 
Skills West Midlands as part of 
the rural development pro¬ 
gramme for England, hopes to 
follow last year’s success. 

Anna-Marie Stone, of Wood- 


house Community Farm, in 
Staffordshire, who attended 
sausage making, bacon curing and 
two theory-based workshops last 
year, said: “After completing the 
courses I felt I was able to go away 
and do all I had been shown. I was 
confident to go and research 
sausage recipes and start market¬ 
ing my full range of products.” 

Courses start at £31 a day 
including VAT, but places are 
limited. 

Visit www.growingruralenter- 
prise.co.uk or, contact Julie White 
on 07971 666474 or via e-mail at 
Julie@growingruralenterprise.co. 
uk 
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UNITS 4, 3 AND 0 QRINNALL 
BUSINESS CENTRE 
SANDY LANE TRADING ESTATE 
STOURPORT 


• Decking and accessories 
Planed timber Treated timber 
Feather edge Stair components 
Laminate boards Dado rails 
Skirting b o ards Sawn timb er 

€ Shiplap • Log lap, etc 
Sheet materials 


SNCUL V ECUl MBS 

6x3 Budget Fence Panel £9.99 

6x5 Budget Fence Panel £11.99 125 x 16T&G Shiplap 69p mtr 


SAVE 20% ON ITEMS 



LISTED BELOW 


• 125 x 25 Torus Skirting Board (119 x 20 FIN) 

• 75 x 25 Torus Architrave (69 x 20 FIN) 

• 125 x 22 T&G Floor Board (19 FIN) 

SHEET MATERIALS 

• 8 x 4 x 11 mm OSB (2) 

• 8 x 4 x 5.5 mm WPB ply 


ft 


FENCING 


♦ 22 x 125 x 1.8 mm Treated Feather Edge 


TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 


< I/AT Cfte s suLyert to Ifeld intil St SOW f 


OPENING TIMES 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8 AM-4.10 PM; 
SATURDAY 8 AM-3.30 Pf 
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♦Free high acuity 
lockipgrace 

• Free ipgrade to oak 
piie. rosaurooc & 
mahogany fiiidies 

• Free ipgrade to 
Gold Star Warranty 


Branches across the Midlands 


BANBURY'S BIG Upto£1 000 in 'Freebies’ 

JANUARY SALE v/ih eirery conservatory sold 

All the Beauty of the Victorian era 
Recreated for an Amazing 

£ 5,995 Including UATfully installed 

Inducing Bbse and Dwarf rail 

Maxlmun useable space Irotn His attracthe 
High Q ualty Ed ivardan Consenatcry 

£ 6,995 Including VAT fully installed 

Including Baas and Dwarf 'wall 

A wry Grand Con9trwtay with room to relax A ine 
wifi Family aid Friends at an urteatabte price 

£ 7,995 Including VAT fully installed 

IncUding Base and Dwarf vel 




tvio-av 
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•wnoib ‘BwuiwdB 
JiBfMfmm mlrpkob 
PniKRS • STHEKmIK 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM NOW FOR GREAT OFFERS 


UwJLylel 01299 266527 

Atari Worb, targ Bonk. BeA/dby 
V/acesfei sinne DYI2 2)Jl 

Of*ih 1 1« ir. P.k> fepMfa •; San- Spi SrtriJ /■$* tay 1 ta»4pn 


SoEbull let 0121 7506360 

TtoWordhoutt, Rflo d 162 StiRsd Rood Slmley, 

Solihill V^itMidcndi R50 2BQ 


| Cpririj Karr.Utntr/- fittr; 9« • Spi Srtinta; 10*1 • tpi 


Visit out Website! www.bafaywiitbws . ca uk m 


New Year 
New S mile 



20 yMrt Cff 
experience 

01334 
348594 

TW D*nMl (Mmky 
5 >«*IQ J4r#ft 
Dndkrf 

fef Clinic 

*-tiifjk-cxra 
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© 


mam’ right 

GftOUP— M 

Add feidifl# Hood 

jura* 
>CMc Centre 
4 Stturpott 


Tickets from £6.50 - £9.75 

23 *:W o 'i« 3 »*ry 2011 

Tkfcot Unit OHM 025170 

www.mor3aynlghtgre>jp.c*g 



BROlNIWilLLS 
OUTDOOR MARKET 

Ittwr M»a 

Ok tithe liwtJmtt i 

EVERY THURSDAY A SATTJRDJSY 

■V^rytirye OLfelocr market + Wall-kiioYrti tractors 
♦Lots ofstdls + fjleat Atietlciiis 
+ Delicious rood andreteclimeits 
+ THIe1s + FreePartdny 

■i'iKr?’iVrf aVLirt’a’i'iTHtf eta' tn 7.wiA 

mniuinj-l siliiromotloiis. com 
Gall: 07300 070701 to Moo Ir 


WE HEED YOUR 
QUALITY FURNITURE 


F«f free coll* 

OS44 5763744 
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Man beaten 

A MAN was attacked in the small 
hours in Bewdley. Now police are 
appealing for information about the 
assault, which happened just before 
12.30am on Tuesday, December 28. 

The victim, in his late teens, was 
standing near to Tipplers Off Licence 
on Load Street hoping to flag down a 
taxi when a man approached one of his 
friends and began squaring up to him. 

The victim stepped in and told the 
man to leave them alone. The man 
then pushed him in the chest and 


up in street 

punched him several times in the face, 
causing him to fall. The attacker left in 
the direction of St Anne's Church. 

He is described as white, aged about 
25, 5ft llin, of medium build, with 
black spiky hair, and wearing a white 
jumper and blue jeans. 

The victim sustained bruising to 
eyes and forehead, and attended the 
Minor Injuries Unit at Kidderminster 
Hospital. Witnesses or anyone with 
information are asked to contact PC 
Tom Court on 0300 333 3000. 


Solicitor to 
pay back 
£ 228,000 


A 79-YEAR-OLD Stourport solicitor who was jailed for stealing 
from a client has now been ordered to pay more than £200,000 
in compensation. 

A total of £228,070.54 was confiscated from Peter Perrey, of Village 
Square, Abberley, near Stourport, by Wolverhampton Crown Court 
under the Criminal Justice Act. 

Perrey, a former partner at Reynolds & Co in Hagley Street, Halesowen, was 
jailed for 20 months in June last year. 

He had pleaded guilty to stealing £329,750 from his client and friend of 40 
years, Kevin McDonald. He also admitted a charge of false accounting. 


Poetry and Motion 
with competition 



Sir Andrew Motion will present the prizes 


Perrey, who was 
released in November, 
was told he must pay the 
sum within six months. 

The money will be used 
to compensate the insur¬ 
ance company which 
paid out to Mr McDonald 
on behalf of the Solici¬ 
tors’ Indemnity Fund. 

Judge John Warner 
ruled that the Stourport 
cottage which Perrey 
shares with wife Rose¬ 
mary could be considered 
one of his assets despite 
it being registered in his 
wife’s name. The home, 
bought in 2006, has been 
valued at £225,000. 

The judge also told the 
court that money in two 
frozen bank accounts - 
containing £2,343.75 and 
£567.79 respectively - 
plus £59 of shares in 
HBOS and a person¬ 
alised number plate 
worth £100 should also 
be considered as assets, 
and confiscated along 
with the cost of the 
house. 

Breach 

“He is not the arche¬ 
typal fraudster,” said 
Judge Warner. “But I 
must take into account 
that he has been involved 
by his own admission in a 
most grave breach of 
trust.” 

The court was told that 
the father-of-three and 
stepfather-of-four had 
seen a total of 
£401,574.77 benefit from 
his fraudulent actions. 

Judge Warner 

acknowledged that 
Perrey could not afford to 
pay the £228,070.54 con¬ 
fiscation amount as well 
as the compensation 
claim of just under 
£407,000 being made by 
the insurance company. 

He ruled that the con¬ 
fiscated money should be 
paid as compensation. 

Afloat 

The court had previ¬ 
ously heard during sen¬ 
tencing that Perrey had 
used £295,000 of Mr 
McDonald’s money as a 
“bridging loan” to buy the 
cottage. He later paid the 
money back. 

Most of the money 
Perrey stole had been 
used to try to keep the 
business afloat during 
the recession, the court 
heard. If he fails to pay 
back the compensation 
order he will return to 
jail for two years and 
nine months. 


FORMER Poet Laureate 
Sir Andrew Motion is to 
award poetry prizes in 
Shropshire. 

Ludlow Assembly 
Rooms has launched a 
poetry competition on 
the theme of Precious 
Earth. Entry deadline is 
noon on Tuesday, Febru¬ 
ary 22 and there are 
three age categories: 
Under-lls, 11-17 and 18 
or over. 

There is no limit on 
how many poems can be 
submitted and each 
entry costs £5. Age 
should be stated. First 
prize in each category 
will be £100 with book 
tokens for runners-up. 

Sir Andrew will 
present the prizes when 
he appears at the Assem¬ 
bly Rooms on February 
24. Application forms are 
available from the Box 
Office on 01584 878141 
or the website www.lud- 
lowassemblyrooms.co.uk 


Pothole 
teams on 
lookout 

ROAD inspections are 
being stepped up to find 
potholes caused by the 
recent freeze. 

Ten teams from 
Worcestershire County 
Council’s highways 
maintenance depart¬ 
ment are touring 
Worcestershire to find 
and fix any defects. 

Extra gangs are also on 
standby to swing in to 
action, if necessary, over 
the coming weeks. 

Residents are being 
encouraged to report any 
potholes they spot by 
logging on to 
www. Worcestershire. gov. 
uk/reportaproblem or by 
calling the Worcester¬ 
shire Hub on 0845 
6072005. 


Pathfinders walk the walk 


WALKING group Rock Pathfinders will be on the 
march again next month. It will set off at 10am on 
Sunday, February 13 for a two and a half hour guided 
walk along countryside footpaths and bridleways. 

The walk will start at Eymore Wood, Trimpley 
picnic car park (OS map reference 778793) and all 
are welcome. 

To check the full programme visit wwwrockvil- 
lagehall.co.uk or call Alan on 01299 832840. 


The recent sub-zero 
temperatures, which 
dipped as low as -19 in 
some parts last month, 
can cause potholes when 
water freezes on road 
surfaces and expands 
during a freeze-thaw 
cycle. 
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Bedsteads 
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Adjustable Beds 
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Meeting is arranged post-haste 


Fathers 
featured 
in picture 

A CHRONICLE article 
has helped to unite the 
children of two Kidder¬ 
minster postmen fea¬ 
tured on the cover of a 
special calendar. 

Wyre Forest Historical 
Research Group has 
launched a 2011 calendar 
which also featured in a 
display at Kidderminster 
Library last month. 

Chairwoman Gay Hill 
said: “We were contacted 
by Graham Cooke, who 
had seen a newspaper 
article about the exhibi¬ 
tion and consequently 
contacted us. His father 
Cyril Cooke is on the 
cover photograph of the 
staff of Kidderminster 
Post Office in 1935. 

“He had worked with 
Syd Insull, mentioned in 
the calendar text, and 
both were awarded the 
Imperial Service Medal. 

Microfilm 

“We were able to 
arrange for Pauline and 
Graham to meet,” she 
added. “Coincidentally I 
had been scrolling 
through some newspa¬ 
pers on microfilm and 
had just come across a 
report of Cyril receiving 
his medal, so I was able 
to surprise Graham with 
it.” 

The group staged an 
exhibition of its photo¬ 
graphs throughout 

December in Kiddermin¬ 
ster Library to promote 
the calendar. 

It can still be pur¬ 
chased for £7.50 at the 
library throughout 

January. Alternatively, 
telephone Gay Hill on 
01562-746370 or email 
wfhr g@hotmail. co.uk 



Vandals attack buildings 


VANDALS broke into and damaged a 
number of buildings in Briton Park, 
Kidderminster. 

They struck at the park in Sutton 
Road between 9pm on Tuesday, 
January 4 and 8am the following day. 

Offenders broke into a shed on the 
cemetery grounds, stole a socket set 
and let off a fire extinguisher. 

They also broke into a nearby shed 
belonging to Dial-a-ride, wrote on 
external walls and splashed paint on a 


vehicle parked outside. They also tam¬ 
pered with some of the vehicle’s wiring 
and broke an aerial off another. 

A garden nursery building was also 
broken into where they threw bleach, 
paint and seeds over the kitchen floor. 

PC Hannah Wilson said: “This was 
just mindless vandalism as only the 
socket set was taken which makes us 
think it may have been youngsters.” 

Anyone with information should call 
PC Wilson on 0300 333 3000. 
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Installations & Maintenance 
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Peace of mind 


The easy 
way to make 
your will 
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Where there’s a will, then 
there is most likely a way 



Ensure that your wishes are followed by creating a legally binding will 


A WILL is a legal doc¬ 
ument which 
ensures that 
persons whom you 
intend to benefit actually 
do benefit upon your 
death. 

It allows you to give specific 
instructions as to what you 
want to happen to your estate 
(for example your money, 
property and other personal 
possessions) upon your 
death. 

If you die without a will (intes¬ 
tate), your estate will be distrib¬ 
uted in accordance with strict 
rules of law. 

Estate 

This may not necessarily reflect 
your individual wishes or intentions 
and may leave a trail of misery and 
potential conflict. 

The rules of law relating to the distribu¬ 
tion of your estate if you die without having 
made a will dictate who will administer your 
estate and who will benefit (and to what 
extent they will benefit) from it. 

For example, if you are survived by a 
spouse or civil partner and children, the 
spouse will receive your personal posses¬ 
sions, a sum of £250,000 and the right to 
receive the income from half of the remain¬ 
ing estate. 

The other half will pass to the children 
immediately. 

You may have wished for your spouse or 
civil partner to have inherited most of your 
estate, if not the whole, in order for him/her 
to maintain their usual standard of living 
and be adequately provided for. 

Further, if the estate is large enough, it is 
possible for an inheritance tax liability to 
arise since part of the estate passes to the 
children who, unlike the spouse or civil 
partner, are not exempt for inheritance tax 
purposes. 


The rules make provision to provide for 
other relatives who may benefit from the 
estate such as parents, brothers and 
sisters of the whole blood, brothers and 
sisters of the half blood, grandparents and 
even aunts and uncles. 

If you are not survived by any blood rela¬ 
tion, the law is at a loss and so provides that 
your property passes to the Crown, Duchy 
of Lancaster or Duchy of Cornwall. It must 
be noted that these rules do not make any 
provision for a cohabitee to benefit. 

Personal 

How often do we hear people say that 
they do not need to make a will as they feel 
they do not have much to give? 

None of us know what we are going to be 
worth when we die but most of us have a 
house and some personal possessions; by 
making a will, you can ensure that both 
your home and personal possessions are 
inherited by people who you wish, thus 
avoiding conflict and arguments upon your 
death. Have you ever considered what will 


happen to your children if they are minors 
and lose both their parents? 

By making a will, you can ensure that 
they are in safe hands by appointing legal 
guardians for them. This is not a provision 
that the rules of law, if you die without 
making a will, cater for. 

By simply making a will, you can also 
ensure that the administration of your 
estate and any trusts arising therefrom is 
handled by a person (or persons) of your 
choice whom you can trust and is capable 
of shouldering the responsibility. 

Otherwise, the law will dictate who is 
entitled to administer your estate. 

A properly drafted will is the way to 
finding security, reassurance and peace of 
mind and ensure that your family members 
receive what you want them to have upon 
your death and, depending upon your cir¬ 
cumstances, it could also be used to miti¬ 
gate any potential inheritance tax liability. 

Most importantly, you stay in control 
making decisions which affect your finan¬ 
cial and family circumstances. 


Peace of mind 


Dealing with loss 
is a slow process 



B ereavement is a dis¬ 
tressing but common 
experience. Sooner or 
later most of us will suffer 
the death of someone we 
love. 

Yet in our everyday life we think 
and talk about death very little. 

We grieve after any sort of loss, but 
most powerfully after the death of 
someone we love. 

It is not just one feeling, but a whole suc¬ 
cession of feelings, which take a while to 
get through and which cannot be hurried. 

In the few hours or days following the 
death of a close relative or friend, most 
people feel simply stunned, as though they 
cannot believe it has actually happened. 
They may feel like this even if the death has 
been expected. 

This sense of emotional numbness can 
be a help in getting through all the impor¬ 
tant practical arrangements that have to be 
made, such as getting in touch with rela¬ 
tives and organising the funeral. However, 
this feeling of unreality may become a 
problem if it goes on too long. Seeing the 
body of the dead person may, for some, be 
an important way of beginning to overcome 
this. 

Similarly, for many people, the funeral or 
memorial service is an occasion when the 
reality of what has happened really starts to 
sink in. It may be distressing to see the 
body or attend the funeral, but these are 
ways of saying goodbye to those we love. 
At the time, these things may seem too 
painful to go through and so are not done. 
However, this can lead to a sense of deep 
regret in future years. 

Soon though, this numbness disappears 
and may be replaced by a dreadful sense of 
agitation, of pining or yearning for the dead 
person. There is a feeling of wanting 
somehow to find them, even though this is 
clearly impossible. This makes it difficult to 
relax or concentrate and it may be difficult 


to sleep properly. Dreams can be very 
upsetting. 

Some people feel that they ‘see’ their 
loved one everywhere they go -in the 
street, the park, around the house, any¬ 
where they had spent time together. 

Painful 

People often feel very angry at this time - 
towards doctors and nurses who were 
unable to prevent the death, towards 
friends and relatives who did not do 
enough, or even towards the person who 
has, by dying, left them. 

Another common feeling is guilt. People 
find themselves going over in their minds all 
the things they would have liked to have 
said or done. They may even consider what 
they could have done differently that might 
have prevented the death. Of course, death 
is usually beyond anyone’s control and a 
bereaved person may need to be reminded 
of this. 

Some people may feel guilty if they feel 
relieved that their loved one has died after 
a painful or distressing illness. This feeling 
of relief is natural, understandable and very 


common. This state of agitation is usually 
strongest about two weeks after the death, 
but is soon followed by quiet sadness or 
withdrawal, depression and silence. These 
sudden changes of emotion can be con¬ 
fusing to friends or relatives, but are part of 
the normal process of grief. 

Other people may find it difficult to 
understand or be embarrassed when the 
bereaved person suddenly bursts into 
tears for no obvious reason. At this stage it 
may be tempting to keep away from other 
people who do not fully understand or 
share the grief. However, avoiding others 
can store up trouble for the future. 

During this time, it may appear to others 
as though the bereaved person is spending 
a lot of time just sitting, doing nothing. 

In fact, they are usually thinking about 
the person they have lost, going over again 
and again both the good times and the bad. 

This is a quiet, but essential part of 
coming to terms with the death. 

As time passes, the fierce pain of early 
bereavement begins to fade. The depres¬ 
sion lessens and it is possible to think 
about other things. 
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Keith W Boraston: Providing quality 
funeral care when you need it most 


One fact that applies to absolutely everyone in life 
is death, and although it is a subject no one wants to 
talk about, it is a subject everyone needs to be more 
aware of. 

From care, to funeral plans to will making 70 per cent of 
people do not have a will and leave no instruction for how 
they want their funeral to be. This can lead to a complex and 
lengthy process for a loved one to take on in a time of loss. 

A funeral is the one major expense we will all have to 
meet - hopefully later rather than sooner - but the average 
cost of even the most basic, “no frills” funeral has soared to 
a level which the most cash-strapped families would strug¬ 
gle to afford, according to a survey published by the UK’s 
funeral directors (NAFD May 2010). The survey found that 



Keith Boraston in the chapel of rest 


charges by local authorities for cremation and burial have 
escalated by up to 48 per cent since 2007, far outstripping 
the rate of inflation. 

“Choosing a funeral director can be a difficult and stress¬ 
ful, particularly if the death of your loved one was unex¬ 
pected,” explains local independent funeral director, Keith 
Boraston. 

Here, he outlines how to go about choosing the right one: 
“If possible ask for a recommendation from friends or rela¬ 
tives who have used a funeral director’s services or have 
heard positive comments about a firm. If this is not possible 
find out about the funeral directors in your area by reading 
about them in the local press or parish magazines. 

“Any reputable director will have a price list available 

showing the cost of the services they 
provide. Contact at least two funeral 
directors in your area to get an esti¬ 
mate for funeral costs so you can make 
comparisons because not all funeral 
directors charge the same prices. 

“This will help to ensure that you get 
the best value possible for the funeral 
services you need. The sooner a 
funeral director becomes involved in 
the process, the sooner they will be 
able to discuss your requirements and 
act on your behalf so the funeral will 
not be delayed unnecessarily once the 
death has been registered” 

Experience 

In general, a funeral director is a 
person who arranges a funeral on 
behalf of the next of kin or loved ones, 
but how much of a lead role they play 
in the funeral usually depends on what 
the next of kin wants them to organise 
on their behalf and what they want to 
do themselves. 

Keith has a lifetime of experience in 
the funeral business with large, county 
wide and smaller family directors alike. 

In September 2009 he opened as an 
independent firm determined to put his 
refined skills to use in a more personal 
way. 

“I was becoming increasingly more 
frustrated by a business that tells the 
bereaved what to do rather than pro¬ 
viding what they want and need,” he 
said. 

“I felt I wanted to offer something 
that would support people through a 
difficult time so set up on my own.” 

His skills and attitude also mean he 
is often used by West Mercia Police as 
a holding mortuary when sudden 


deaths occur locally. 

The work of a funeral director 
usually begins when a relative or 
friend of someone who has died 
asks them to arrange the 
funeral. They then work with the 
family and offer advice to make 
detailed preparations for the 
funeral. 

Things that may be organised 
include transport, flowers, the 
service, catering, accommoda¬ 
tion and obituary notices, or as 
much of these as the relatives 
want them to. 

On the day of the funeral, the 
funeral director is responsible 
for making sure the event runs 
smoothly and usually rides in 
the hearse ahead of the proces¬ 
sion to the ceremony or burial 
place. 

Keith is a member of The 
Golden Charter Pre-Payment 
Funeral Plan. 

“Taking the decision to plan 
for your funeral now and provid¬ 
ing for its costs in advance 
allows you to get on with living 
your life to the full, without 



The premises in Bewdley Road, Kidderminster 


having to worry about the future. For many people a prepaid coffin, fully lined with handles and name plate. 
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funeral plan is the best option in order to be able to guaran¬ 
tee that your funeral expenses will be met and your wishes 
adhered to” says Keith. 

Keith and his small team have a private ambulance 
service to remove your loved one from hospital, nursing 
home or private address, 24 hours a day, every day of the 
year and are committed to offering high quality personal 
service. 

His premises at 117 Bewdley Road, Kidderminster are 
tasteful and fully equipped, designed to comfort and reas¬ 
sure the bereaved. The private Chapel of Rest is available 
with visiting times to suit and this makes up a large part of 
Keith’s beliefs. 

“In a time when price is everything it’s easy to lose sight 
of what should be included within the costs of a basic 
funeral. For me, there is a list of requirements that go 
without saying and shouldn’t be considered as extras!” 

This is clear from what is included in Keith’s basic 
package. 

“We are available 24 hours a day to collect and care for 
your loved one when the time comes. We will help you take 
care of all the legal forms and advise you throughout the 
process. 

“Our Chapel of Rest will be available to you when you 
need, as many times as you feel necessary and the 
deceased will be presented in a basic but high-quality 


On the day of the service our fully uniformed, profes¬ 
sional staff will be there to officiate the service with a 
modern Mercedes hearse.” 

Advisable 

You can spend as much as you want or as little as is 
needed on a funeral but, it is important to be clear what is 
included. Alongside the basic funeral package Keith also 
offers a more substantial set of services too including a 
modern Mercedes funeral fleet, a flower car and has con¬ 
tacts for horse drawn carriages or unusual vehicles to make 
day special. 

Costs for the same service can differ considerably from 
one funeral director to another, so it is advisable to get more 
than one quote to compare costs and services. A funeral 
director should provide a detailed price list for you to take 
away. 

There are also other costs, or disbursement fees, involved 
for the next of kin, such as payment for the doctor's certifi¬ 
cates, a minister, newspaper announcements, flowers, and 
booking the crematorium. The funeral director should 
provide a written quotation detailing all these fees. 

• Keith Boraston Funeral Directors provide an independ¬ 
ent, quality and personal service for the Wyre Forest and 
surrounding communities. For any further information please 
do not hesitate to call 01562 66903 
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KEMP Hospice provides a major 
support system for Hie local 
community and our primary goal is 
to provide palliative care and 
support, adding to the quality of life 
for our patients and their carers. 
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BLJ-RAY PLAYER 


32 BRAVIA LCD TVs 


STAR 

BUY! 


£70 


BU-** 


Min scie pfiod 

£349. 

•mu K^e price 

£449. 


.Iitfj* *4# prtc* 

£119„i 


32" KJ HJlOflO 
hD LCD 


ST MtthibDKMO 
neerfaw LD LCD 


HALF PRICE HOME THEATRE 


:*j aiHcy iad 

HDm0lh0ciT& kmt\ 


FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY 

MiALBMIfMm 


40” 3D READY LED TV 


x^e price 

£2991 


Vf 


3D RocxJy Bvho/ CVD 
rtCTPC TtXWltt khpt 


Half 

p RlCs 




£B 


pric* 

£899. 


MfMidtpftet 

£375. 


4CT X>ReaovLCt> 

«tti Dynamic fcjg* an 


alol Sc*#* Sow** 

SjFxrrj Sound Sywm 


37 BRAVA LCD TVs 


40" BRAVA LED & LCD TVs 


■ TVs 


4^ 


XI 


dale price 

£199. 




Ml 


S&U? 

BOW 


*r mhotooo 

FraeriswhOlCD 


rm saw price 

£479. 


HALF PRICE LAPTOP^ ^ 

£470 


Sony Cerive Bdiftta* 

E&^ateiisyLycp * 

/ WiCIhUi / KtlKh 

.mu suk p4o* 

£469. ^ 


— ic^fl pcic* 

£629. 


37* *-T>fc nJFOYBj 


mOHUDWi 

—ro 


-pass £699 


V<? 


4C'HJHtfl090 

F*wrio*iI>jCD 


<dT HXMilH) 
wdh Fsnwo* HD 


£479. 


60" BRAVIA LED TV 


SAVE 

*7,000 


unit sale pried 

£999. 




6<r MXttzlfDvWi 


A/TTOBmrV CD 
wM i CM njnk: Edge 

If J 

- «I|YTK 


™ »prio# 

£1,499. 


rcie pric* ■* 

£1,999 




£1,599. 


VAT AT 17.5% UNTIL END OF JAN 


Sony Centre 

Birmingham | Kidderminster | Lichfield | Shrewsbury | Stafford | Sutton Coldfield 


Wsavsr's Wharf Kidderminster 

PlTti ramTKMo^ 01562 827100 
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Most iKople win need a hearing aid xrori'y about low it will look, and hour much 
it will cost. At s |Kcavei 5 , tie latest miniatune technology means tint even time 
closest to you will notice the improvement in your learing, but not your learing 
aid. Js for the cost, xre offer outstanclingvalue for mon^, with our complete digital 
hearing paclage fiom just £ 4 -? 5 . 

Tobock a free hoaring test call your local store or find exit more 
at specsavasLCOiik/heaing 


K idda-mi lister Te I: QlSi2 823 552 
StoLiipat On Severn Tel: OI2 99877 999 
□l-oitwich Tel: 01905 7 90 £50 

Applies to SpecsoMei^' ertitaice range. Both hea'ins aids fa' custanert sole use. Ecclules 
other offers and (liscoint vouchers. 

TlwMkH ftif ir*r«|l±fr«Jtii-Jtwiria-:r Uif^nim 5r*Lf■ -:-T C-v^-iri-n- i-Jviih^ k.-f-:-, ^nivn. X4U 

Llrafef-1 .41 rtfjfa rn-rw-1 



Hearing Centres 


WAKE UP TO BREAKFAST WITH 



mm 


TOP TEN 
PLAYLIST 
OF WEEK 



Raise Your Glass 


Crash and Burn 

Scarlette Fever 


When We Collide 

Matt Cardie 


Am I Forgiven 

Rumer 


Riviera Life 
Caro Emerald 


Statistically speaking, 
I just wasn’t very well 


I WAS part of a statistic last week 
(my mum WILL be proud) as I was 
one of the two million off sick 
across the country. I tried to gut it 
out for a day or two, I really did, but 
once my voice left me and radio 
semaphore failed to take off I had to 
spent the rest of my week in bed 
watching DVDs and generally wal¬ 
lowing in fluey horribleness. 

I’ve now managed to shake the 
nasty bug clear but it does make 
me think...why is it always my 
voice that goes first when I’m ill? I 
NEED that! If it were my arm or leg 
I wouldn’t mind so much. 

So now I’m back to work, here’s 
a few community events to maybe 
get you out and about: 

If you have a child at primary 
school in The Wyre’s area you can 
join a Wyre Forest and Hagley 
Project group for parents and 
carers. The WHP Home School 


Link Workers runs four parenting 
groups starting this month called 
Surviving Kids, with one a men’s 
group and one for parents of chil¬ 
dren with additional needs. 

All four groups are free of charge 
and very informal. Call WHP on 
01562 744657 for further details. 

Just starting at Stourport High 
School are adult evening classes in 
French, Spanish, Italian and 
German at just £55 per eight-week 
course. Classes are 7-9pm on 
Wednesdays. 

For more information contact 
Sally Eost by emailing 
seost@shs.worcs.sch.uk or calling 
01299 872950 

I do hope you can join me for 
Breakfast every weekday morning 
from 6am. I’ve checked with the 
radio authority and you can’t catch 
anything through your wireless... 
best put a doily over it just in c 


If you need to contact 
107.2 The Wyre or 
have a community 
announcement, email 
info@ thewyre.com 


WEATHER 

UPDATE 


On the plus side, 
that should be that for 
the snow. On the other 
hand, the weather 
looks like being unset¬ 
tled today and tomor¬ 
row with outbreaks of 
heavy rain. 

And although the 
outlook is generally 
more mild, strong 
winds will keep the 
warmth levels down. 
And it’s more of the 
same at the weekend. 


DANI WOZENCROFT 

FROM WYRE NEWS 

WITH THE LATEST ROADWORKS 


Bringing travel updates to keep you moving . 



Fools 

Diane Birch 

Stuck Like Glue 

Sugarland 

Rolling in the Deep 

Adele 

What’s My Name? 

Rihanna 

So Far Gone 

James Blunt 


Kidderminster 

Broad Street has temprorary 
traffic lights today. 

Stourbridge Road will close on 
January 16 while work on the 
water supply is carried out. 

Three Crowns Island to Bell¬ 
mans Cross on the Bridgnorth 
Road has roadworks tomorrow 
(January 14). 

Chester Road North has water 
main work today and tomorrow. 

Bewdlev 

Richmond Road has traffic lights 


in place from January 14-21 while 
work is carried out on the electric¬ 
ity supply. 

Winbrook Road has gas main 
work from Merricks Lane junction 
to Winbrook Mews from January 
17 to March 25. 

Stourport-on-Severn 

Manor Road is closed today 
(January 13). 

Wolverlev 

Sheepwash Lane will be closed 
from Birds Barn Lane until January 
21 . 


Hartleburv 

A449 Waresley to Torton Road 
has a speed limit of 40mph and 
contra flow by the Old Worcester 
Road until April 1,2011. 

Omberslev 

A449 Main Road has a speed 
limit of 40mph and contra flow 
from Sinton Lane to Haye Lane 
until April 3, 2011. 

Join the team every weekday 
for updates on the roads. Tune 
into 107.2 The Wyre. You can be 
a Jambuster, call 0333 123 1072. 


COMPETITION 


thechronicle 


Countryside cure for 
those winter blues 



Rieu 

and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 


The Waltz King of Europe is 
returning to the UK in 2011 with 
his orchestra to perform in con¬ 
cert at the 02 Arena, London. 


star extraTRAVEL 

Andre 


FROM £165 

Wednesday, April 20 
at the 02 Arena, London 

Includes: 

• Overnight accommodation 

• Continental breakfast 

• A seated ticket (upgrades available) 

• Return coach transfers in London 

• A visit to central London 

• Services of a tour representative 
Single room supplement £25 

Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Andre Rieu, one of the world’s 
greatest living musical legends was 
bom in Maastrict Holland and 
classically trained. He is now an 
accomplished violinist, an excellent 
conductor and great showman. 

Andre brings the most delightful 
and innovative approach to his 
concerts, recreating the atmosphere 
of 19th century Viennese dance halls, 
accompanied by the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra, choir and soloists. 

You will hear music from his first 
album ‘Strauss & Co’ to his latest 
release, ‘Moonlight Serenade’ 

- it is a wonderful experience, not to 
be missed. 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm), email 
starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) 
or book online go to www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


AFTER this harsh winter the ideal tonic would be a short 
break away at a lovely hotel in the countryside - and even 
better if it is free! 

The Chronicles series has teamed up with The Fairwater 
Head Hotel to offer a full two nights break for two in a double 
room and full breakfast to the value to £520 for two people 
with complimentary lunch and dinners in the Greenfields 
Brazzerie. 

Tucked away in peaceful countryside and approached 
down leafy lanes of Hawkchurch - the “village of roses” - the 
Fairwater Head Hotel is on the Dorset/Devon border just five 
miles from Lyme Regis and the Jurassic coast - England's 
first natural World Heritage Site which covers 95 miles of 
truly stunning coastline from east Devon to Dorset. 

It is the ideal location for touring or simply relaxing in the 
hotel's award-winning gardens and restaurant. 

Extensive 

All the hotel’s light and airy en suite bedrooms have views 
over the hotel’s extensive two-acre gardens and some look 
even further over the Axe Valley. All rooms have Freeview tel¬ 
evision, radio, telephone, hairdryer and tea and coffee 
making facilities (with Devon fresh milk, of course), soft white 
duvets and Egyptian cotton towels. 

The Greenfields Brazzerie gives visitors the chance to 
enjoy the best of Devon and Dorset produce cooked by the 
hotel’s award-winning chefs. Only local ingredients are used 
to ensure the utmost freshness and quality. 

The lucky winners will arrive on Friday evening for their 
fully-inclusive weekend. They will be greeted with a compli¬ 
mentary bottle of champagne and stay in one of the top 
rooms in the Edwardian main house. Also included is dinner 
and wine for Friday and Saturday night and lunch for Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. 



Delightful setting of the Fairwater Head Hotel 


HOW TO ENTER 

To win simply answer the following question 

What is the name of the brazzerie? 

Send your answer to HOTEL COMPETITION, Chronicle series 
(editorial), 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date Thursday, January 20, 2011. 

Usual rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Only one entry per household. 
The break is available until June 30 (subject to availability) and is for two adults 
or one adult and one child. 



Sweeping staircase off the reception area 


The spacious dining room 
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All tease and 
no sleaze . . . 


READERS, it’s I 
time to snap on [ 
your suspenders I 
and smooth down f 
your stockings. | 
Burlesque 
primed and ready | 
to, ah, take off. 

With Hollywood I 
smash Burlesque, 
starring Christine I 
Aguilera and Cher, [ 
wowing audiences I 
An Evening of Bur- [ 
lesque sets out on a • 
nationwide tour 
including dates 
Worcester and Stour¬ 
bridge. 

The show brings the 
stars of the West End of 
London’s thriving bur¬ 
lesque scene to the local 
stage in a show described 
as “tantalising yet tasteful, 
camp and colourful”. 

Show promoter Michael 
Taylor promises “all tease 


at 


and no sleaze in a produc¬ 
tion that marries elegant 
showgirls, superb vocals, 
couture costumes, 

breathtaking choreogra¬ 
phy and a fabulous score 
with comedy and magic”. 

With corsets, killer 
heels, stockings and cos¬ 
tumes recalling a golden 
age of glamour, the pro¬ 
duction’s audiences 

remain predominantly 


female. “An Evening of 
Burlesque brings variety 
back to the theatre,” says 
Taylor. 

Among the stars are 
compere Kiki Kaboom, a 
burlesque performer and 
singer who revels in audi¬ 
ence participation; Amber 
Topaz- ’’incredibly beau¬ 
tiful and likeable, boy can 
the girl belt out a tune” - 
and fan dancer and 


concert pianist (pre¬ 
sumably not at the 
same time) Chrys 
Columbine. 

Also featured are 
Hotcake Kitty, Slinky 
Sparkles and Mari¬ 
anne - “bringing 40s 
Hollywood glamour 
to the stage, before 
removing it with ease 
and sophistication”. 

Riff the (deadpan) 
Magic Dragon and 
Kalki Hula Girl (see 
YouTube) bring bur¬ 
lesque’s variety to the 
boards. 

An Evening of Bur¬ 
lesque plays at Malvern 
Theatres, Malvern on April 
16; Swan Theatre, 
Worcester on October 7 
and 8 and Stourbridge 
Town Hall on November 
19. For more details go to 
www.easytheatres.com 
or log on to the relevant 
theatre’s website. 


Bluntly speaking, No Tears heralds 
a fresh start for the birthday boy 


JAMES Blunt has put introspec¬ 
tion on the back burner and sees 
his third album, Some Kind of 
Trouble, as an upbeat fresh new 
start. 

He will have extra reason to celebrate 
at his concert in Wolverhampton on 
February 22, it's his 37th birthday. 

The singer-songwriter and Sandhurst 
graduate found superstardom thanks to 
his hugely successful songs You're 
Beautiful and Goodbye My Lover from 
his 2004 debut album Back to Bedlam, 
which went on to become one of the 


biggest selling albums of the decade in 
the UK. 

His second album, 2007's All The Lost 
Souls, topped the charts in 10 countries 
and sold five million copies, yielding the 
hits 1973 and Carry You Home. 

The latest album, released late last 
year is described by the former Life 
Guards officer from Wiltshire as “spon¬ 
taneous”. He said of the recording in 
London: “Previously I would write a 
song and we'd go and record it later. 

This time it was very much ‘come in with 
nothing’. There was a sense of energy 
and excitement.” 


That doesn't mean the album is 
scared to tackle heavy topics. The 
album's anchor is No Tears, a “summing 
up of life”. 

He added: "There are certain songs 
along the way that are milestones. 
Goodbye My Lover was that song on 
the first album, Same Mistake was from 
the second. No Tears is my milestone on 
this album.” 

The latest single from the album, So 
Far Gone, was released earlier this 
month and James Blunt will be in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on 
Tuesday, February 22. 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


Birthday concert date for Blunt at the Civic 


All of a Twitter over Tim’s album 
- page 24 
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Ingkwood Hotel - Torquay 

24th-28th January 

Shuffled in i prime po&ioii just olf cIk« &o- | 

Tout the 1/\£1ctpoocI uanrt in rti run 4i<nindi 
•5>Liny due wu ti X pnvflfC p.il^v frum il c 
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bv. A level srrvll %tyr*o tK' bciut^l uTifivtf 
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Chatnrarth Hotel-Uandudno 

21 st- 25 th February 5 Days £149 

Super value 5 dj.y i-nur includes all onacli irsnspurU 3 Uxhvi> 
modauori, tifcaklri< evenly ineaL ChCuraion |wi>j5armbnic & 
cruCAnjn n^i'ii Prime Scafroul Prciiiftn 



vice anil n stJirm 
rti^ndly fflmubr 
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Carlton Hotel - Islo of Wight 

28th FeMth March 5 Days El 45 

Super value 5 day tout includes all coadi transport, acccui- 
modatioiv breakfast. cveniug in ml, crcur&ion prejaranuue it 
ciucuaiciaieiiL T\ucie Seil'rond FVurlion 


Springtime Specials 




Sefion hold. Rabhacomhe 28 ih Mir-1 si Apr 5 days £149 
Qmusworih I IdcJ. LJcindudiw I4lli-lh(h March 5 days £169 
Glastonbury Hotel, Eastbourne 4th-Sti» April 5 days £169 
Richmoor Hotel, Weymouth 8th-1 Irh April 1 days £139 
Ktslor Hoick Torquay 1 Ilb-I5lli April 5 days £175 
Manchester hold. Bournemouth 18th-22nd April 5 days £175 
Chtritworth hotel. Martdiidno 18th-22nd April 5 days £189 
RoyalAlhion, Brighton 25il>29ih April 5 days £179 
Carlton HolcL Isle of Wiglil 25lh-29ili April 5 days £189 
Crosvvnor Hotel Torquay 25th-29th April 5 days £149 
Kistor hotel, Torquay 9th-13th May 5 days £1K9 
(irand hotel, Scarborough 23rd-27ili Vlny 5 days £119 
Glastonbury JioteL Eastbourne 2nd-6tJi May 5 days £179 
Richtroorhold. Weymouth 2nd*6th May 5 days £205 
Salisbury hold. Folkestone 9lh-l3lh May 5 days £169 
Peak DisUicl/Kobiu Hood Country 9tii-13 lit May 5 days £179 
Manchester hotel. Roirrneimmtb I6ih-20th May 5 days £185 
Manchester City Break 30th nuiy-3rd June 5 day's £179 
Si George hotel. Yarmouth 3 Lst May-4-th June 5 days 1169 

Holidays Include 



’Emms ’hMamt 


Pvkiqt PirinlM in - 


Worcester / Kidderminster / Stourbridge 

Torquay Travel 

For 2011 Brochure Ring 


01803 212000 
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Smoke Fairies cast 
a spell of their own 

THE HAUNTING sound of the Smoke Fairies will be 
heard at Birmingham’s Glee Club next Wednesday (19). 

Best friends Katherine Blamire and Jessica Davies grew 
up in the quiet Sussex cathedral city of Chichester where 
they first started playing music as 13-year-olds, after 
finding guitars stashed away in cupboards at their respec¬ 
tive family homes and discovering Jessica’s mum’s collec¬ 
tion of 1970s vinyl. 

The result was that whilst their friends were listening to 
Britpop, Katherine and Jessica were listening to Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young. Studies took them to America, 
where New Orleans cast a musical spell over the pair. Then 
came their first visit to Sidmouth Folk Festival, where they 
discovered British folk music in all its variety. 

The duo’s distinctive blend of blues and folk has cast a 
spell of its own over many who have heard them, including 
celebrity fans Jack White (of The White Stripes) and 
Richard Hawley, who have both championed and recorded 
with the Smoke Fairies. 

Their debut album Through Low Light And Trees is out 
now and the pair play the Glee, in the Arcadian Centre, on 
Wednesday. Tickets cost £7 in advance. Call 0871 472 
0400 or visit www.glee.co.uk 



The Smoke Fairies are best friends and grew up together 


t 


(W\ 


The Three Phantoms (from left) Mathew 
Cammelle, John Owen-Jones and Earl 
Carpenter (also pictured as The Phantom) 

(Main picture by Rita Michelberger © Ginger Boy Pro¬ 
ductions Limited 2010; inset picture by Clive Barda) 

Phantoms join forces 

THREE West End regulars who have each played the 
Phantom of the Opera will be getting together at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome for a one-off concert of ‘Phantastic’ 
music which will include songs from other well-known 
shows. 

The Three Phantoms on February 20, stars John Owen- 
Jones, Earl Carpenter and Matthew Cammelle. Owen- 
Jones and Carpenter are returning to the Hippodrome 
after playing the roles of Jean Valjean and Javert in Les 
Miserables at the Birmingham theatre last year, as part of 
the blockbuster show’s 25th anniversary tour. Cammelle 
currently stars in the international tour of Mamma Mia. 

They will be joined by the Concert Philharmonic 
Orchestra, dancers and special guest Rebecca Caine, 
who played Christine opposite Michael Crawford’s origi¬ 
nal Phantom. Fortickets (£29.50-£35) call 0844 338 5000. 


Final curtain as 
Rep on the move 


THE FINAL curtain has descended 
upon Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
for the next two years, with the iconic 
building in Centenary Square being 
absorbed into the massive new city 
library project on which work will con¬ 
tinue into 2012. 

But the Rep is far from dead, instead 
the company is embarking upon its 
first ever off-site programme, moving 
from venue to venue across the city. 

Revival 

Venues to host Rep productions will 
include The Crescent, in Sheepcote 
Street; the New Alexandra Theatre; 
The ICC on Broad Street; The Old Rep 
on Station Street; and the Mac at 
Cannon Hill Park; among others. 

Highlights will include The Wiz (June 
10-18), a revival of Broadway’s soulful 
take on The Wizard of Oz; Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Sep 9-Oct 22); Tom Stop¬ 


pard’s Travesties (Sep 17-Oct 22); and 
next festive season’s shows, Sleeping 
Beauty, a fresh non-panto look at the 
classic fairy tale, and Ramond Briggs’ 
The Snowman. 

The Rep’s first off-site production is 
Kenny Baraka’s musical post-apoca¬ 
lyptic tale The Rememberers. It will be 
held in a warehouse at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter from February 4-19. Contact 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 

Meanwhile, two of the big shows of 
the festive season carry on with 
Christopher Biggins and Paul Zerdin in 
Aladdin at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
and Joan Collins with Julian Clary in 
Dick Whittington at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. Both are on until January 30. 

Over in Stratford,Tim Minchin and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
new musical version of Roald Dalh’s 
Matilda runs until the end of this 
month. But few tickets are left. 


Chance to relive 
all those special 
Disney memories 

IN an original story, Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure inviting audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland memories, as they join 
favourite characters and classic villains on a 
colourful and exciting vacation to the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG Arena on February 
23-27 and features an array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
Mouse, Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, Disney 
Princesses Snow White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’sThelncredibles and Buzz Lightyear. 

In this spectacular production, the “Fabs” — 
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy and Pluto - 
decide to take a vacation of their own and enjoy 
Disney’s most popular theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt to join in the fun, 
resulting in a series of comical mishaps. But it’s no 
laughing matter when the evil fairy Maleficent 
shows up to spoil the fun, and Mickey must enlist 
The Incredibles to help save the day! 

Tickets are available now through www.thetick- 
etfactory.com and priced at £13 to £35 plus 
booking and transaction fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 8000. 

• Look out in the Chronicles (Jan 27) as we will 
we running a competition to win family tickets. 



RAPPER Eminem, BRITISH film The King’s 
Rihanna and Arctic Speech (12A) is proving a 
Monkeys are rumoured huge success at cinemas, 
to be among the line- Starring Colin Firth as King 
up for this year’s V George VI and Helena 
Festival. The top acts Bonham Carter as the Queen 
have been linked to the Mother, it tells of our Queen’s 
festival at Stafford- father’s battle to overcome 
shire’s Weston Park his stammer when the abdi- 
and at Chelmsford on cation of his brother meant 
August 21 and 22 his ascension to the throne. 
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How Tim went all of a Twitter 
to find singers to back album 



Four singers who recorded for Tim Prottey-Jones, from left: Rachel Tucker, Samantha Barks, Jessie Buckley and Colleen Ballinger 



Former music student 
Tim Prottey-Jones tells 
LEON BURAKOWSKI 

how rising singing stars 
helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old who is gaining a reputation as an 
exceptional jazz singer while also studying at 
RADA. 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 


schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 
recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 


duction of Flashdance The Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 
and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and AfterTheTurn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 
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Honda rings in 2011 
with series of offers 



Honda has a range of new year offers on models like the Accord, above, saving customers up to £443 


H onda is continuing 
to make new car 
ownership more 
affordable by adding three 
years’ complimentary serv¬ 
icing and a range of flexible 
finance options to selected 
new cars until the end of 
March 2011. 

The firm is also easing the pain 
of the new year VAT rise by 
absorbing the price increase for 
customers throughout January. 
Three years’ free servicing 
Customers visiting a Honda 
dealership in the new year will be 
eligible for three years’ compli¬ 
mentary servicing on all new CR- 
V models and Insight and CR-Z 
hybrids. 

This offer, combined with 


Honda’s standard one year’s road 
side assistance, three year new 
car warranty and Honda’s reputa¬ 
tion for bullet-proof reliability, 
means affordable and hassle-free 
Honda new car ownership for the 
first three years. 

Pre-VAT rise price freeze 
Honda is also holding 2010 
prices on all CR-V, CR-Z, Insight 
and Accord models and selected 
Civic variants until the end of 
January 2011. For example, by 
not passing on the VAT rise, cus¬ 
tomers can benefit from a £443 
saving on a new Accord 2.0 ES GT. 
Flexible financing 
A range of flexible finance 
options are available across the 
Honda range to break the new car 
cost into manageable monthly 
payments. With a 25 per cent 
deposit, customers can secure a 
5.9 per cent personal contract 


purchase (PCP) vver three years, 
while those with a smaller deposit 
of 10 per cent can secure a 7.9 per 
cent PCP over the same duration. 
A two-year zero per cent HP deal 
is available with a 35 per cent 
down payment. 

Customers opting for the 5.9 
per cent PCP with 25 per cent 
deposit can have a brand new CR- 
V 4x4 for £299 per month. 

Martin Moll, head of marketing 
for Honda (UK), said: “Our New 
Year’s resolution was to keep 
helping our customers drive down 
the cost of new car ownership and 
three years free servicing com¬ 
bined with a selection of finance 
options is a great start.Plus, we 
wanted to take the sting off the 
VAT price rise — two and a half per 
cent is a significant amount on 
large purchases such as cars and 
it all adds up.” 
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Turn your car into cash fast! 



"Ftitrxfy toft, prompt vahtaticn and 
pajwiant cmolt a qvatitf strvloe and 
| tft^Arcugtemetoffle/iupert).' 1 


Wtffkrtr ivtaft*d 

WITS* Mi*« NM*» 
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BROOME 

FARM 

BUNGALOW, 

CLENT 


BRIDGE 

COTTAGES, 

DRAYTON 


ELIZABETH 

COURT, 

KIDDERMINSTER 



Cars you can afford... 

...from a name you can trust 



• f nun nn lull n ■ ft sin hnsnlliaiianii lli:h 

• fantastic pence J tfidiMHiIjsufllflleaieiEiiCfifl 

• /«l uelMebi a v soUeal Morn ad hare a 92 puli it cIuJdau 
•patfamfUdiicipan 

• ran uBtnrcres-mean 

t fcuiHliiujHii: Jllri'H 




£3999 

260 WEEKS AT £19 


dtti lIMJfl .LlKiNII.«UI 


£5999 

DC t» ,*■!:« £29 


03 REG UU1DH0WER F RE EL AIDER 
1JB S 4x4 3-DQOR 

NEDUUDQfEBt. ALIDV 
WCBMDPLMffl 
EKnmtmMSM 
filIRFCFSH 11 DECENT 
CTfJTFOU rat UOCKIVJG 
i niAfl^fumPiE^iwaa 
fern aSfts.ratRauMi^ 
DOKttGfHttDDtOL 


I If 2 Ml I t-HUIIHLIII 


unwia wn — 


TO LET 

Bungalow with 
accommodation 
comprising: 
Two Bedrooms, 
Lounge, Kitchen, 
Gardens & 
Garage, 

£650 

pcm 

exclusive 


TO LET 

Semi-detached 
cottage with 
accommodation 
comprising: 
Lounge, Two 
Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining 
Room, 
Bathroom, 
Gardens & 
Parking. 

£595 

pcm 

exclusive 


TO LET 

An apartment 
with 

accommodation 
comprising: 
Two Bedrooms, 
Ktic hen/Li ving 
Area, Bathroom, 
Gas Centerl 
Heating & 
Parking. 

£425 

pcm 

exclusive 


For More Information 
Please Contact Our Kidderminster Office 
on 01562 820880 


wwwjTtotorvillage.co.uk 


vour rmstw to ear&troe motoring 


Dudley Road, Lye, Stourbridge DY9 6DU 

if; 01384 895965 pjrara 


EXAMPLE:OEH PRICE EM99, DETOSTT 299, QU.AIJCE TO HHArtCE 204CO 
2E0VUEEKSAT217 TOTAL AUDIIHI FWA0LE£4619 


APR 1 4.1 % 


SE3ZKL 

TRANCHE 

MOTORING 

CENTRE 



MOTs £30 

Bosk terrie* whI MOT iwn B&O 


1 4 DAY FREE 


All «vi vic ng w-o-rlt ond 
i vf »)e * uidwtalwn 

(mcmnina 

UFlUHCnEDU pmII COOPT. 1 

D1M2 fi22 203 



CLASSIFIED. 

TRADE SECRET 


“The my classified section of the Express & Star has 
always proven to be a valuable source of customers 
for our business since we began in 1977. I will have 
no hesitation in recommending this type of advertising 
to anyone looking to promote their business.” 

John Hall, Highway Motorcycles 

classified 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

Express & Star | The Chronicle | www.expressandstar.com 


Gave I Houses 137 Fraiche Road, Kiddenri refer, DY11 5AF 
Tel: 01562 330880 Email: ldddermiister@halls.to Web: VMwJiallsgJojcom 
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Cornell H^c isl F • stur# 


Enjoy a stress free 
quality coach holiday 
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AND MANY MORE! 


LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS 


TODAY 

Wet nig depsiune to H«tfino.v ttid 
cif ItorurtthteteL 

i^lhon liaielcr t 
ld int Punic EJYASi-d TManc mi 
trie ti lian tacnownariec oi 
Bny t — t>ic a.ciy a Fiantuc Vati 
ord the F«xm* ^Dectts 

Ciir GiMich mil .rttvi ihn 

-lu# In iktum to mir Hit^l 

SATURDAY 

Tnc motl impctUanliiioalol Lhc d.*iy 

it Buj-i-CL. Here J. Ifto Miirioll 
p€«i will b* ^Uil |j tlbfri m i lb ill 

airay ol te^aimy ana Irteliflivt 
BteaMaai ioaaa. 

Tins tmirrlng \vr imibjls n vtft tn 
mm BBC Stamito W? Iirfitoe a 
fmt irt TnkMvtofi Curnrw lit Wnito 

Lar« Uy u E5-Z Gad* and ivu Mil 
utj some ol lho Studies. Uic 65D 
riji...<4i-coiii it id an ciauh^ 
3mdiD VIAe tN?n transfer you to 
QenM London wnn ome for 
ftK^ni; nnd lurth 

iVf •VfCkit tiect. fr> mn Wnirtoft Hi 
abcol Spm. 

□Inner In lhc Aroalcan Rc^lvif ji». 
id irrctodediDrtgm 


SUNDAY 

Tate *pur wua 1 r f B^aftav ai 

leisure 

'•V?* m inry tCferr, rt?frtt»iite 

fnlhuFi^M limn otWIndHir. 

SltuOTWl on die Rher rrraiHir 
and domiialsd b>* the histoito 
Cailte you r«i «f maiy »Qlfc 9 . 
'-ivi xins it t# alludim 
tnfry#9^ it»e H^fi SlirH 
urn tin* wvitiryi tit 

Rinur Gha to: mm ttm Diijtiejto 
olComwall. 

£CSV#4*&*!l‘ I'V'* 

HARRIOTT HOTEL 
Owariaobrg Haethno# Arpori 
the Marn^l Hole! i» a toifliwH 
nltwnnlorwi teMe* for c«ir Loitoon 
SrrtflLKe* Thera a* 390 modem 
and 5i*>?raiy ^qmpprd BrUrratir 

hi AlraNnMonud ra —i u 
FdCIIIMB SflOIIO TV. 
Tcttlwnc Hj idiy^. Iron and 
htosplal l>Tiay. 

There it a huoc Rovcplioii Area, 
1*0 RcttoaaTLs. Ztlko Louiqc. 
Bar -rd Shop Tkao It dto an 
drcxaicri Mainol LCdb.«c O&urc 
icaur^ sn \poot* Rka. 
ciyrnnBBum stki teJiBrRjcfnw 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Ut-ir,* Cjach Travel 

• 2 Njjits - Warrtcitl Hcitei 

• Eni^ibh 

• Dinner - Saturday Evening 

• TOuf Of BBC 

■ Visit toVWndwr 

• TTicatrc T knot - CE* CD Voto^ 

■ Lcndon Gutter Mbo 

• Htxel Leisure Fodlfies 

WEEKLY DEPARTURES 
Jera«y Boys £ 179.50 


Ottter Shcv/j 5 Itinenirlc* 

Available From Only £ 90 . 50 ! 
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Full Brochure Available 

01922 414576 

www.parryirtnieniational^o. ult _ 
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Osbourne’s double brings Town the victory 

LEE OSBOURNE netted Tipton Town 2 tors breaking to the other deny Tom Hill but the Kirby defender with just 

on his home debut as Kirby Muxloe 1 end where Aaron deadlock was broken 12 minutes to play. 

Tipton recorded a useful - Preston’s header was seven minutes before the Jones then hit a post but 

Midland Alliance victory place of the unavailable cleared off the line. break when Ross Brown the visitors set up a tense 

over Kirby Muxloe to end Eric Bowen. Ricky Baker’s volley played the ball into Jozsef last few minutes with the 

the visitors’ 11-game Both sides showed no then stung the hands of Jakab. It then fell to goal of the game. Pollard’s 
unbeaten run. signs of rustiness early on visiting keeper Tom Osbourne who shot low shot was well blocked by 

Steve Palmer returned with a high-tempo start. Holyoak. into the bottom corner. Dan Parker but, as the 

to the side in defence while It was end-to-end stuff Tipton keeper Matt Tipton made it two in ball looped up into the air, 

Cameron Jones was given with Tipton forcing an Sargeant made a fine save the second half, Osbourne he unleashed a stunning 

a start wide on the right in early corner and the visi- down to his right side to scoring with the help of a volley to score. 


HARRIERS KEEP 
THE RUN GOING 


Gateshead 2 Kidderminster Harriers 2 

KIDDERMINSTER maintained their unbeaten 
start to 2011 with a draw at struggling Gateshead. 

But they were made to rue a number of missed chances that 
could have given them the win. In a week where the club 
received a five-point deduction for financial irregularities, it 
was important Steve Burr’s players reacted positively after 
being on the verge of a play-off place. 

Assistant manager Gary Whild said: “After what went on this week 
we were determined not to get beat. 

“We’re disappointed not to come away with three points,” he added. 

_ _ “I think it was an open 

Thorne gets a deal 

HARRIERS boss Steve Burr has allowed defender 
Ollie Thorne to join Blue Square Bet Premier side 
Rushden & Diamonds on loan for a month. 

The former Newport County man first signed for 
the club on transfer deadline day last August but has 
featured just 10 times since then. Thorne will 
remain at Nene Park until February 12. 


Stourbridge 
slip from the 
play-off slot 

Chesham 2 Stourbridge 0 


THE Glassboys 
slipped out of the 
Zamaretto Premier 
play-off places as they 
were leapfrogged by 
Chesham. 

Lewis Solly was called 
into action in the first 
minute as he safely 
clutched a drive from 
Dave Fotheringham 
above his head and then 
a minute later Steve 
Wales flashed a long- 
range shot narrowly off- 
target. 

The visitors responded 
with Ben Billingham 
squaring a 10th minute 
free-kick to Ryan Rowe 
but he sliced his effort 
wide. 

Slotted 

It was the home side 
who struck first though 
in the 20th minute when 
a through ball down the 
middle from Wales 
released Leon Archer in 
the clear and he slotted a 
low shot past Solly to give 
Chesham the lead. 

The play at times was 
quite scrappy but the vis¬ 
itors also had some good 
possession. 

On 29 minutes Linden 
Dovey won back the ball 


and Billingham flicked it 
onto Rowe whose low 
angled drive from the 
right-hand side of the box 
was parried by home 
keeper Shane Gore. 

Five minutes later 
Rowe had another oppor¬ 
tunity after breaking 
clear but he over-ran the 
ball and Gore was able to 
save at his feet. 

The Buckinghamshire 
side kicked down the 
slope after the break and 
Mark Lambert forced a 
good save from Solly on 
51 minutes as he drove 
forward from half-way 
past Sam Rock before 
striking an awkward low 
shot that the keeper get 
down smartly to push the 
ball around the post. 

Chesham returned 
onto the attack soon 
afterwards with Wales 
feeding Fotheringham 
and, as he was chal¬ 
lenged, the ball broke to 
Wales who struck his 
shot wide. 

With 15 minutes 
remaining the Glassboys’ 
fate was more or less 
sealed as Wales let fly 
with a speculative long- 
range shot that took a big 
deflection off Nathan 
Bennett for the second. 


game. 

“Both sides had 
chances and I think a 
draw was a fair result.” 

It was the home side 
who started the better 
and on 17 minutes debu¬ 
tant Michael Liddle com¬ 
pleted a three-man move 
involving Jon Shaw and 
Joan Edmundsson to clip 
his effort inside Danny 
Lewis’ left post. 

Harriers were back on 
level terms within five 
minutes; Matty Blair 
eluded the entire 
Gateshead back-line to 
collect Chris McPhee’s 
square ball before crash¬ 
ing a 20-yard drive past 
the exposed Tim Deasy. 

The home side were 
still reeling when 
McPhee delivered a low 
centre on 25 minutes and 
Nick Wright guided his 
flick across Deasy to put 
Harriers ahead. 

Parry 

Tom Shaw saw his 
effort dip fractionally too 
late as the visitors con¬ 
trolled possession but 
failed to add to the tally. 

Within a minute of the 
restart the home defence 
was opened up and from 
Blair’s pass McPhee 
should have given Deasy 
no chance but the keeper 
flung himself low to his 
left to parry the effort. 

Gradually Gateshead 
began to dictate play and 
after Shaw had spurned 
an opportunity to bring 
the sides level, they grew 
in confidence. 

The lively Edmunds¬ 
son swept the ball cross¬ 
field to James Tavernier 
and from his precise 
centre Shaw guided his 
header inside Lewis’ 
right hand post to set up 
a thrilling final 17 
minutes. 

Jamille Matt was put 
clear by Keith Briggs’ 
pass but the Harriers 
striker looked horrified 
as he failed to lift the ball 
over Deasy, who also 
tipped over Tom Sharpe’s 
close-range strike. 



Tim Hill, left, and Richard Hill present the keys to the new Ford Fiesta to Claire Cashmore 


KIDDERMINSTER’S Paralympic 
medallist Claire Cashmore is 
greeting the New Year with the 
use of a new car. 

Kidderminster dealership Hills Ford 
has stepped in to help the swimmer as 
she juggles her Linguistics Degree 
studies at Leeds University with train¬ 
ing for the 2012 Paralympics. 

Hills Ford has loaned Cashmore a 
new Ford Fiesta Edge 1.4 petrol auto¬ 
matic. The dealership is also taking 
care of the car’s servicing require¬ 
ments for the next two years as well as 
covering the cost of her insurance. 

Born without her left forearm, Cash¬ 
more has already clocked up an 
impressive list of swimming medals. 
At the age of 16, she was the youngest 
member of the GB swimming squad at 
the 2004 Paralympic Games where she 
scooped a bronze medal double. The 
same year, she won the BBC Midlands 
Young Disabled Sports Person of the 
Year Award. 

At the Beijing Paralympics in 2008, 
she won another bronze, followed by a 
silver medal and a new British record 
at the 2008 Visa Paralympic World 
Cup. 

At the 2009 IPC European Champi¬ 
onships, Cashmore helped her team 
win a gold medal and break the world 
record in the 4x100m medley relay, 
topping that off with two more bronze 
medals in her individual events. 


During the 2009 season, she also 
broke the European 200m individual 
medley record and won two gold and 
two silver medals at the World Short- 
Course Championships in Rio. 

This year has seen Cashmore has 
added more medals to her collection - 
a gold and a bronze at the Short Course 
Championships in Llandudno, and a 
hat-trick of silvers at the World Cham¬ 
pionships in Eindhoven. 

Ambassador 

Richard Hill, joint managing direc¬ 
tor at Hills Ford, said: “As a local girl 
who is a fantastic role model, an inspi¬ 
ration to all, and a great ambassador 
for our country, we really wanted to 
show our support. 

We appreciate that Claire is funding 
her way through university as well as 
paying to travel to training sessions 
and swimming events and we hope this 
will go some way to helping ease the 
burden. We’ll be keeping an eye on her 
progress.” 

Cashmore said: “I am over the moon 
to receive such a generous offer from 
Hills Ford and really grateful for their 
support. It makes a great difference to 
have a reliable car for the early 
morning training sessions, as well as 
for the varying meets I have to attend 
around the country.” 

To monitor her progress towards 
London 2012, visit the website 
www. hillsfor d. co.uk 


Ladies 
back in 
action 

STOURPORT ladies 
hockey sides returned 
to action after the 
Christmas break with 
friendly matches. 

The firsts took on 
Bournville, ending with 
a 2-2 draw after Erin 
Preece scored from a 
penalty flick and a 
Pippa Lewis short 
corner was deflected 
in by a Bournville 
player. 

Stourport’s player of 
the match was Sophie 
Wood. 

The seconds also 
finished on level terms 
when they drew 1-1 
with Bromsgrove, Car¬ 
oline Sidell netting for 
the local side. 

This weekend sees 
the firsts travelling to 
Leek for another 
friendly match. 


McLellan’s 
dismissal 
proves key 
in defeat 


Old Coventrians 26 Kidderminster Carolians 10 

KIDDERMINSTER fielded a makeshift 
pack in their first game for a month with 
key forwards still not recovered from long¬ 
term injuries. 

Nevertheless, they were more than a match 
for their opposite numbers and if KC’s had 
kept the game at close quarters they might 
well have come away with something to show 
for their efforts in this bad tempered affair. 

KC’s made a bright 


start, applying good 
early pressure without 
being able to put any 
points on the board, 
writes Martin Easton. 

The forwards then did 
well to keep Covs out 
when the hosts 
responded by camping on 
the KC line. The stale¬ 
mate continued until 
midway through the half 
when, ominously, missed 
tackles allowed Covs’ fly- 
half to break free and 
score in the left-hand 
corner. 

Five minutes later 
Carolians hit back with 
an Andy McLellan 
penalty and had a let-off 
when Covs missed a 
penalty opportunity of 
their own. 

The referee’s laissez- 
faire approach led to 
players taking liberties 
and the half ended on a 
sour note with a mass 
punch-up sparked by a 
Covs tackle off the ball. 

Trademark 

Kidderminster fancied 
their chances in the 
second half with the ele¬ 
ments in their favour; 
they soon forced three 
five-metre scrums and 
from the last No 8 Layton 
Wilkinson plunged over 
for a trademark try 
improved by McLellan’s 
excellent conversion. 

Fifteen minutes into 
the half came the turning 
point when an alterca¬ 
tion between McLellan 
and a Covs’ prop saw the 
forward yellow carded 
and the Carolians man 
given a red. 

Skipper John Mounter 
took over kicking duties 
but was unsuccessful 
with a penalty chance 
and two attempted drop 
goals. 

When Covs were at full 
strength they made the 
most of their man advan¬ 
tage - helped by some 
alarmingly powder puff 
tackling which enabled 
the hosts to run in three 
tries in the latter stages, 
all converted, to give the 
final score a lop-sided 
look. 


Late goal 
saves 
a point 

Halesowen Town 2 
Windsor & Eton 2 

RUBEN Izquierdo’s late 
strike earned Halesowen 
a point and cancelled out 
a second-half brace from 
Windsor’s Jake Parsons. 

Izquierdo had earlier 
won Yeltz a penalty to put 
the home side ahead in 
the Zamaretto Premier 
League clash. 

Former Redditch mid¬ 
fielder Marlon Walters 
was handed the Hale¬ 
sowen captain’s armband 
on his debut but 
Windsor’s Fiston 

Manuella and former 
Newcastle striker Paul 
Robinson both went close 
early on as the finan¬ 
cially troubled visitors 
squandered chances. 

But the Yeltz grabbed 
the lead against the odds 
when Justin Nisbett 
stroked home a 20th- 
minute penalty after 
Windsor captain David 
Woozley brought down 
the tricky Izquierdo. 

The Royalists drew 
level after 55 minutes 
when Sam Wadieh’s 
reverse ball set up David 
Pearce to cross for 
Parsons to tap home. 

Windsor’s Parsons 
looked to have won the 
game by smashing home 
a dipping 25-yard shot 
under goalkeeper Simon 
Flower’s crossbar in the 
76th minute. But 
Izquierdo turned central 
defender Justin Clayton 
to fire home. 


The Kidderminster 
Chronicle, a 
Midland News 
Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company 
at Wolverhampton, 
on Thursday, 
January 13, 2011. 



Open Day 

22 January 2011 

9:30am - 12pm 
www.rgsw.org.uk 







































